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Kia ora koutou,  

The Whakatauki above encapsulates the way we strive to work with our schools for it is by 
us combining our skills that we get the best outcomes for the students in our Cluster.   We 
have had many successful interventions again this term.  These include those around 
referrals for individual students, building teacher capacity,  schoolwide professional 
development and some work focussing on school systems.  

In addition, we have had some larger clusterwide training and projects.  
 
Neil MacKay 
The clusterwide Professional Development on Dyslexia, facilitated by Neil MacKay on the 
30th May, was very well received with comments such as the ones below given in the post 
workshop feedback: 
 

● “Thank you for an informative, engaging day full of content and knowledge.  I am 
going away feeling confident with strategies to support the learners rather than 
feeling overwhelmed with millions of different strategies for each different learner.” 

● “Today has made me very inspired to try all these new ideas” 
● “Thanks again for the great PD and support of all the RTLB” 

 
Teacher Aide Training 
 
We are also finding that the Teacher Aide training, facilitated by us across the cluster, is 
being very well received.  We certainly appreciate schools releasing their teacher aides to 
attend the workshops.  These assistants are often working with our most vulnerable 
students and have the least training.  The feedback we are receiving indicates that they are 
finding the workshops both engaging and informative.  These will continue throughout 
Terms 3 and 4. 
 



Recently we also delivered Teacher Aide training specifically for those who are working in a 
secondary context as there are many issues which are specific to working with the older 
students.  It was fantastic that we had teacher aides from each of our 13 secondary schools. 
 
 
SENCO Forums 
 
Again this term, each team has run meetings for the SENCOs with whom they work.  These 
are a great opportunity for SENCOs to network with each other  and also meet RTLB who 
may not be currently working in their particular schools.  In these meetings we try to bring 
you topics which we think you would find relevant, but if there are any other topics which 
you would particularly like covered please email our practice leaders. 
 
Dr Jon Mundorf 
 
We are excited by the upcoming visit with Dr Jon Mundorf in the first week of Term 3.  Many 
of you will have registered for the Seminar day at Ellerslie on Tuesday the 23rd of July and 
also for the workshop on the 24th where Jon will be working specifically with our Cluster 
schools.  Two of our team will be travelling to Wellington on Thursday 25th to work with a 
team of RTLB from around New Zealand to explore more deeply how RTLB can support 
schools in their UDL journeys.  We look forward to the learnings and wonderings that they 
will bring back to our cluster. 
 
John McGowan’s Retirement 
 
Last Wednesday at our Cluster meeting we farewelled 
John McGowan as he retires  both as the Principal of 
Campbells Bay School and also our Cluster Lead School 
Principal.  During the celebration we presented John 
with some items for the up and coming cruises he has 
planned for his retirement.  We also acknowledged the 
great support he has given to our Cluster since the 
transformation in 2012.  We wish him well in his future 
voyages and endeavours.  
 
 
I also wish you all well for a restful mid-winter break.  Take a little time to recuperate from 
the busy second term in preparation for an even busier third term!! 
 
 
Robin Bonnar  
Cluster Manager 
 
 
 


