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Kia ora koutou,  

As another holiday approaches it causes one to reflect and wonder where the term has 
gone! 
 
 
Upgrade of our database 
 
On the 23rd August Cluster 4 moved to an upgraded version of our database.  Thank you for 
your patience as we all learn the intricacies of the new system.  
 
The new version has many advantages including: a far greater capacity to analyse our cases 
across the cluster, ability to monitor cases as they progress through the practice sequence, 
live time monitoring of funding distribution and analysis of types of cases by 
school/ethnicity/gender/referring issue etc.  This analysis will enable us to ensure equity 
across our cluster schools and to better strategically plan to best meet the needs of our 
schools.  While historical data has been transferred from the old system many of the 
features will not be fully operational until the new system is populated from the initial 
referral stage.   
 
 
 

Draft Disability and Learning Support Action Plan 
 
In mid-September our RTLB Cluster Manager and Lead School Principal forum was held in 
Wellington.  Minister Martin addressed the forum and shared the draft Disability and 
Learning Support Action plan.  It is envisaged that the finalised plan will provide a clear 
structure and path for delivering help to students who have historically missed out on the 
support they require to participate and achieve in education.   

“The goal is that we have an inclusive education system where children and young people 
with additional learning needs, including disabilities, are welcome, and where their 
achievement, progress, wellbeing and participation is valued and supported. 

The draft plan covers four priority areas: 

 improving the way children and young people are assessed for additional learning 
needs 

 strengthening the range of supports for children and young people with disabilities 
and additional learning needs 

 improving the way the education system responds to neurodiverse learners and 
gifted learners 



 ensuring that learning support is resourced for increased support and delivery.” 

The above extract is from the link:    https://www.beehive.govt.nz/release/draft-disability-and-

learning-support-action-plan-released  Read more about the plan! 

 
 

National Satisfaction Survey 
 
Many thanks to those of you who completed the RTLB National Satisfaction Survey which 
the Ministry undertake annually.  We are provided with our cluster’s raw data and the 
feedback is always very useful for us as a way of reflecting on our service.  One of my 
holiday tasks is to do some analysis on the data which I will share in our next newsletter.   
 
 
Te Whare Rama Writing Programme Initiative 
 
Earlier this week we had the wrap-up day for our Te Whare Rama initiative.  Teachers from 
the participating schools (St Marys Primary School, Oteha Valley School, Campbells Bay 
School, Milford Primary, Vauxhall Primary, Glenfield Primary) each shared a presentation 
about their journey with the programme.  It was wonderful hearing from the teachers about 
the changes in teaching practice and the positive difference this had made on student 
achievement ….. reluctant writers transformed into prolific writers!!  We are planning to 
offer this initiative again to schools, so look out in the new year for the request for 
expressions of interest. 
 
I wish you all a safe and restful holiday.  Don’t forget to adjust your clocks for daylight saving  
this weekend! 
 
 
Robin Bonnar 
(Cluster Manager) 
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